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DECLARATION OF GREGORY D. JOHNSON 



1. I, Gregory D.w 
a distributor of lumber and 



ohnson, am currently a Partner in J. M. McCormlck Company, 
Dther building products. I have worked in the area of lumber 
and building materials for iighteen years, and in particular, I have distributed and sold 
lumber and laminated panels for use in buildings, construction, truck bodies, and other 
uses for most of these eighteen years. All statements made herein of my own knowledge 
are true, and all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true. 

2. I am the inventor in the above-designated patent application (hereinafter 'the 

application"). 

3. I have read and am familiar with the claims currently in the application and 
the Office Action dated January 15, 2003 issued by the examiner in the application 
(hereinafter "the Office Act on"); I have read and am familiar with United States Patent No. 
5,030,488 issued July 9. 1E>91 to Igor Sobolev (hereinafter "Sobolev"), United States Patent 

No. 4,842,241 issued June 27, 1959 to Jonn M. Pltzgerald etal. (hereinafter "Fitag^W ©t 

al."), United States Patent No. 6,295,786 B1 issued October 2, 2001 to John Bartholomew 
Lee (hereinafter "Lee"), United States Patent No. 6,1 1 7,521 issued September 1 2, 2000 to 
Hidetsugu Yoshida et al. (hereinafter "Yoshida et al."), and United States Patent No. 
4.473,209 issued September 25, 1 984 to Anthony J. Gallis et al. (hereinafter "Gallis et al.'). 

4. I submit this Declaration to present to the examiner facts concerning the 
patentability of the claims in the application, including bringing to the attention of the 
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examiner, in an authentic* ed manner, information relating to the patentability of the 
claims. 

5. Amended claim 1 of the patent application describes a concrete formwork 
panel including a high-density polyethylene plastic core and a steel facing. 

6. I note that none of the references cited suggest such a combination, for 

concrete formwork or any o'lher purpose. 

7. Sobolev mentions at column 9, lines 27 - 30, that steel is one metal that 

could be used as facing for a laminated panel. 

8. However, Sot olev mentions steel only as one of many metals that could be 
used. Further, nowhere in tie patent does Sobolev mention steel again. All the examples 
that he gives use aluminurr as a facing material. 

9. From Sobolev and the other references, one would never guess that the 
combination of steel facing with a high-density polyethylene core provides a concrete 
formwork panel that is vastly superior to all previous concrete formwork panels. 

10. The combinJtion of steel facing with a high-density polyethylene core 
provides a concrete formwork panel at approximately one-third the cost of previous 

concrete formwork panels. 

11. in addition, e ther panels, after a short time, do not produce as smooth a 

concrete surface as the stuel and polyethylene combination. 

1 2. Wood, for example, gets grooves, scratches, and other defects on its face 

that show up in the concrete surface. 

1 3. Aluminum faoing is sensitive to the lye and other chemicals used in concrete; 
thue, th© facing also hecomes marred after a short time, with the result that the concrete 

that is formed is no longer smooth. 

14. At the sames time, the steel and high density polyethylene combination 
provides a panel that prov des a combination of lightweight and durability that cannot be 
matched by any other concrete formwork panel. 

1 5. Prior to my i rwention of the panel as claimed in amended claim 1 , only the 
high-volume builders that had so much work that their concrete formwork panels were 
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almost continually being us 

16 The panel with the combination of a high density polyethylene core and steel 
facing has made premium duality formwork panels available to the average builder, thus 
allowing the average builds r to produce high-quality concrete for the first time. 

17 I hereby declire that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are 
true and that all statement made on information and belief are believed to be true; and 
further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements 

and the like are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. §1001 , and 

that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent 
issued thereon. 



Date: 




By: 




pry D. J 
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